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Christ." If accusation of this sort can be condoned as a feature of 
religious newspaper controversy, it must be completely condemned 
when appearing on the pages of a book. No doubt Dr. Nicoll sin- 
cerely believes that the triumph of such critical views of the New Tes- 
tament history as Schmiedel, Cheyne, Moffatt, Robinson, and Bruce 
advocate would obliterate Christ, and he may be right. But is he 
equally certain that he is justified in charging the two scholars first 
named with working deliberately for that obliteration ? He does not 
claim or give evidence that he has actual information as to the real 
motives of Professors Schmiedel and Cheyne in their work ; until they 
themselves define their motives, Christian trust and forbearance bid us 
to judge them and to speak of them more charitably. 

C. W. V. 

The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis. Edited by Professor 
A. H. Sayce, D.D., LL.D. [The Temple Bible.] Phila- 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1901. Pp. 170. $0.40, net. 

This is another attempt to arrange the literature of the Bible in a 
popular literary form. The book of Genesis is dismantled of all 
chapter and verse markings, and is paragraphed according to the 
requirements of the sense. But why should the Authorized Version 
be used for this purpose ? We are certainly far enough in advance of 
the archaic and obsolete expressions and words of that version to 
require, if not a new translation, at least the Revised Version. 

But the characteristics of this volume are its literary features. 
Professor Sayce has prepared an introduction of eighteen pages, 
which discusses the origin, development, and literary features of 
Genesis. He introduces the reader to the early civilizations of the 
ancient oriental world, which form the background of Genesis. Baby- 
lonian culture permeated the peoples of western Asia in the times to 
which the Tel el-Amarna tablets belong. 

Regarding the authorship of Genesis, he says (pp. xii, xvi): 

Recent archaeological research has thus shown that there is no reason why 
the Pentateuch should not be substantially a work of the age to which tradi- 
tion assigns it. Still less reason is there for holding that the narratives it 
contains are not historically true More and more it is forcing the con- 
viction upon us that the age in which the Pentateuch first took shape was 
the age of the nineteenth Egyptian dynasty. 

The materials out of which the book was compiled belonged to 
various nationalities. We find Babylonian elements in the early 
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chapters of Genesis; Egyptian elements especially in all the Genesis 
narrative pertaining to Egypt ; an Edomite element in Gen., chap. 36; 
and Babylonian and Canaanite elements combined in Gen., chap. 14. 
Professor Sayce apparently finds little to accept in the current docu- 
mentary theory of the origin of Genesis. While his view in some cases 
seems extreme, he is doubtless nearer the right track than the extreme 
dissection theorists. 

The volume concludes with twenty-five pages of notes, tables of 
weights and measures, genealogies, synchronism of ancient history, a 
map, and biblical references in English literature. Ira M. Price. 



Monuments of the Early Church. A Handbook of Christian 
Archaeology. [Handbooks of Archaeology and Antiqui- 
ties.] By Walter Lowrie. New York : The Macmillan 
Co., 1901. Pp. xxii + 432. $1.75. 

This American contribution to Macmillan's series of archaeological 
handbooks constitutes almost an ideal introduction to the delightful 
studies of Christian archaeology. More than this has not been 
attempted, and could not have been attempted within the limits of 
this volume. But while the effort has been to state results only, and 
critical processes have nowhere been introduced, behind all that is said 
the reader feels a sound critical sense and method. The book is sin- 
gularly successful in striking a happy medium between pedantic tech- 
nicality, on the one hand, and the diffuseness so often attaching to 
popular treatments, on the other. In scope it is surprisingly compre- 
hensive. The cemeteries, architecture, painting, sculpture, mosaics, 
tapestries, and dress of the early Christians are successively treated, 
and so systematically that reference to every detail under these divi- 
sions is easy. The book is further made useful and attractive by pro- 
fuse illustration. There are nearly two hundred plans, half-tone plates 
and cuts, which greatly enhance the value of the work, by way of 
demonstration ; and a selected bibliography points the way to further 
studies. 

From another point of view, the book is interesting as representing, 
in part at least, the fruit of the author's work at Rome while a fellow 
of the American School of Classical Studies there, - and as such offers 
fresh evidence of the great possibilities of our archaeological schools in 
Rome, Athens, and Jerusalem. E. J. Goodspeed. 
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